












47

of it entering into mining, 
metals and minerals are also 
being assessed. The CIL board 
of directors last year has 
approved diversification into 
mining of iron-ore, bauxite, 
copper and nickel, through 
the acquisition of suitable 
assets within the country and 
overseas. We are targeting an 
installed capacity of 10,000 
MW plant of solar power 
as an initial move into the 
renewable energy sector.

THE WAY FORWARD

In the short term, coal 
production is likely to be 
significantly lower than 
potential, although demand 
may be met. Majority of the 
mines currently auctioned or 
allocated are scheduled to be 
completed by FY20. However, 
delayed clearances, land 
acquisition problems, R&R 
issues, evacuation constraints, 

etc., can delay materialization 
of these plans. However, 
there exists a possibility of 
coal deficit at the consumers’ 
end driven by evacuation 
constraints, marketing policies 
and mismatch between 
regions of production vis-à-
vis consumption. At CIL, we 
ensure continuous monitoring 
and portfolio planning to 
avoid coal deficit and achieve 
planned production and 
evacuation targets.

Despite improving 
competitiveness of 
renewables and gas-fired 
technology, coal is likely to 
remain the dominant source 
of energy in India through to 
2035. This is due to increased 
availability of domestic 
coal, sector optimization 
via regulatory changes and 
limited gas availability. While 
expanding solar and wind 
capacity will cut the share 

of coal in energy mix in long 
term, the demand for coal will 
remain strong. 

Recent measures at CIL to 
promote growth:
• Improving productivity

• Improving supply 
availability

• Minimizing logistical issues 

• Leveraging digital 
technologies 

• Focus on green initiatives 

• Improving safety 
performance 

*For further information please refer 
to CIL’s Annual Report FY 2017-18, 

under ‘Strategies for growth’.
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